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SUMMER FIELD REPORT , JUNE-JULY, 1998
VOl. 66 NO.3
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock (P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653) and Joel G. Jorgensen
1218 Jackson St, Blair, NE 68008)
INTRODUCTION
First, some housekeeping is in order. We have used several reports from
observations submitted to NEBIRDS; in addition, numerous reports reached us by
email. We ask that all observers include their email addresses in their reports so
that if questions arise, communication becomes very easy. Please submit reports
and comments to Ross Silcock by email atsilcock@sidney.heartland.net. We also
gather sightings reported to the Nebraska Birdline, operated by Loren and Babs
Padelford at Bellevue; these reports are placed on the Internet through BIRDCNTR,
a service of the National Bird Hotline Cooperative. Note that this Seasonal Report
contains a few unverified observations as well as documented observations; in
general, if a report is of some significance, we indicate if it is unverified.
You will also notice the new order of species (AGAIN!!), reflecting
the latest American Ornithologists' Union Checklist, published this spring. The most
noticeable change concerns the placement of shrikes and vireos between
flycatchers and corvids; but the order of species within some genera also differs,
especially among the waterfowl, where, for instance, swans now follow the geese.
And now let's turn to the birds! As in most summers, many species went
about their business in routine fashion, hence the notation "Routine Reports" for
many.
We encourage observers to note and to forward evidence of breeding for all
species, including dates for nests, eggs, and young. These data help us document
changing patterns for various species. Interesting developments this summer in
terms of breeding populations include the expansion of the Eurasian Collared-Dove
"colony" at the Newcomb residence in Kearney; the continued presence of an
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outlying population of Chuck-will's-widow at Morse Bluff; further evidence of the
northward spread of Acadian Flycatcher in the Missouri Valley; expansion of the
Cordilleran Flycatcher population in the western Pine Ridge; continuation of the
outlying Say's Phoebe group in Dixon Co; an increased population of Cassin's
Kingbird and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher in the Panhandle, and expansion (probably
temporary) of Cassin's Sparrow into the southwest Sandhilis. In addition, three
species of shorebirds arrived early: Baird's Sandpiper, Greater Yellowlegs, and
Buff-breasted Sandpiper. A noticeable number of warblers also migrated late,
including Orange-crowned and Nashville (both 2nd latest ever), Blackpoll, Black-
and-white (possibly breeding), and Wilson's. While few rarities reached us, those
that did were of interest: the 3rd documented White-winged Dove at Dove City
(Kearney), and the 3rd record Cave Swallow--all banded by Charles Brown in the
Keith Co area--as well as a Laughing Gull at Keystone L, Nebraska's 8th documented
record.
Read on and enjoy. And please forward us any constructive criticism.
ABBREVIATIONS
ADF: Arbor Day Farm; BBS: Breeding Bird Survey Route; BOL: Branched Oak L;
BSC: Boy Scout Camp; Cem: cemetery; CLNWR: Crescent L NWR; Co(s): County
(ies); FF: Fontenelle Forest; FL: Funk Lagoon; HCR: Harlan Co Res; ICSP: Indian
Cave SP; L: Lake; LM: L McConaughy; m. ob.: many observers; NC: Nature
Center; NE: Nebraska; NM: National Monument; NNF: Nebraska National Forest;
NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee; NPNWR: North Platte
NWR; NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; OPPD:Omaha Public Power Division; Res:
Reservoir; SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); SP: State Park; sp: species; SRA: State
Recreation Area; WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC; WMA: (State) Wildlife Management
Area; WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area.
GAZETTER
Arbor Day Farm: Nebraska City; Ashford BSC: Thurston Co; Basswood
Area: WMA, Dakota Co; Bluestem Basin: WPA, Kearney Co; Branched Oak L:
SRA, Lancaster Co; Cemetery Gulch: canyon adjacent to Gering Cemetery,
Scotts Bluff Co; Chadron SP: Dawes Co; Cracker Barrel Marsh: Lincoln,
Lancaster Co; Crescent L NWR: Garden Co; Crystal Cove L: South Sioux
City; Fontenelle Forest: Bellevue, Sarpy Co; Fremont Lakes: SRA, Dodge Co;
Funk Lagoon: WPA, Phelps Co; Harlan Co Res: SRA, Harlan Co; Johnson
Lagoon: WPA, Phelps Co; Johnson Res: SRA, Dawson-Gosper Cos; Keystone
L: adjoins L Ogallala, Keith Co; Kingsley Dam: forms L McConaughy;
Krimlofski Tract: extreme southeast Washington Co; La Platte Bottoms:
marsh 2 miles east of La Platte, Sarpy Co; L McConaughy: Keith Co; L
Ogallala: below Kingsley Dam, Keith Co; Limestone Bluffs: WMA, Franklin Co;
Long Canyon: 9 miles west and about 3 miles south of Harrisburg, Banner Co;
Mansfield Marsh: Dawes Co; Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co; Neale Woods:
Douglas Co; OPPD Wetlands: Otoe Co; Ponca SP: Dixon-Dakota Cos;
Rainwater Basin: region of natural wetlands in south central NE; Redington
Canyon: about 7 miles south of Redington, Morrill Co; Sandhills: native
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grassland region in north central NE; Schilling Refuge: Cass Co; Schramm SP:
Sarpy Co; Sowbelly Canyon: Sioux Co; Stagecoach L: SRA, Lancaster Co;
Union Pacific Area: SRA, Buffalo Co; Wagon Train L: Lancaster Co;
Wehrspann L: Omaha, Sarpy Co; Wildcat Hills NC: Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts
Bluff Co.
OBSERVERS
Nebraska Birdline (B); Russ Benedict (RB), Lincoln; John Dinan (J D), Lincoln;
Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), Fort Collins, CO; Larry Einemann (LE), Lincoln; Carol
Falk (CF), Nebraska City; Laurence Falk (LF), Nebraska City; Joseph Gubanyi (J G),
Seward; Carolyn Hall (CH), Bassett; John W. Hall (JWH), Omaha; Robin Harding
(RH), Gibbon; Glen Hoge (GH), Alma; Wanda Hoge (WH), Alma; Bill F. Huser (BFH),
South Sioux City; Jan Johnson (J J), Wakefield; Joel G. Jorgensen (J GJ), Blair;
Alice Kenitz (A K), Gering; Clem. N. Klaphake (CNK), Bellevue; John Kozak (J K),
Kearney; Tom Labedz (TL), Lincoln; Randy Lawson (RL), Chadron; Larry K. Malone
(LKM), Deming, NM; Wayne Mollhoff (WM), Lincoln; John Murphy (J M), Kearney;
Babs Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Loren Padelford (LP), Bellevue; Don Paseka (DP),
Ames; Janis Paseka (J P), Ames; Kevin Poague (KP), Lincoln; Lanny Randolph
(LR), Gibbon; W. Ross Silcock (WRS),Tabor, IA; John Sullivan (J S), Lincoln; Mark
Urwiller (M U), Kearney; Zachary Urwiller (ZU), Kearney; Gertrude Wood (GW),
Elmwood.
SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Common Loon: Up to 3 immatures were at L Ogallala/Keystone L, on 10 and 12
June (BP, LP, JS). Another immature was observed at Union Pacific Area,
between 7 June and 12 July. (LR, RH, MU, m.ob.)
Pied-billed Grebe: Breeding in the east and south is local and irregular year to
year due to water conditions. Breeding in these regions was noted at FL where an
adult with 2 young was found on 2 July and at LaPlatte Bottoms where 3 nests and
9 adults with 3 young were found on 26 July (BP, LP).
Eared Grebe: Birds away from breeding areas include 2 at the Gering SL, Scotts
Bluff Co, on 23 June (AK) and singles at both FL on 2 June (LR, RH) and Johnson
Lagoon on 22 June (LR, RH). In addition, 90-100 nests were counted at a lake east
of Lakeside in Sheridan Co. on 12-14 June (WRS, JS, BP, LP).
Western Grebe: As is usual, all reports came from the west. At LM, 120 were
tallied on 17 June (BP, LP).
Clark's Grebe: . A single was a mild surprise at FL on 14-21 June (LR, RH);
details were provided. Elsewhere, 3 adults, one with 2 young on its back, were
found at Willy L, 1 mile east of Bingham, Sheridan Co, on 12 June (WRS, JS). This
is only the 3rd report of breeding in the state and the first away from the west end
of LM.
American White Pelican: Summering birds are found at favored locales
throughout the survey area, such as the 23 at HCR on 24 June (GH, WH). At FL, the
15 reported on 24 June (JWH) grew to 100 by 18 July (LR, RH).
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poyble-crested Cormorant: The colony at HCR flourished this year, with an
amazing count of 70 birds on nests on 24 June (GH, WH).
American Bittern: The 2 noted at CLNWR on 6 June (AK) appeared at an
expected location, but singles at FL on , 2 and 23 July (MU, JK, JM, GH, WH,) are
interesting; breeding has not been reported in the Rainwater Basin.
Least Bittern: Up to 3 possible breeders were spotted at La Platte Bottoms from
'7 to 28 June (JS, BP, LP). Elsewhere' to 2 were noted on three occasions at FL
between , 2 and 24 June (LR, RH, GH, WH, JG), where the species has been
reported in summer for the last 3 years.
Great Blue Heron: The high count was 40 at FL on 29 June (LR, RH). Also,
several were noted at the rookery north of Mitchell, Scotts Bluff Co, on 27 June
(AK).
Great Egret: Birds began appearing by the end of June with 3 at FL on 24 June.
(JWH). High counts for the period include' 6 at the OPPD Wetlands on 29 June (BP,
LP); , 2 at HCR on 28 July (GH,WH); and' 0 at FL on , 9 July (GH, WH).
Snowy Egret: Seven reports were received, 4 of which came from FL where
1 to 2 egrets appeared between 6 and , 0 June (MU, JK); and as many as 4 were
seen between 23 and 25 July (LR, RH, GH, WH). Elsewhere, singles were noted at
Schilling Refuge from 26 to 29 July (BP, LP, GW) and at La Platte Bottoms on 22
July (LP, BP).
Little Blye Heron: At least 8 different birds (6 adults, 2 immatures) were
found at Cracker Barrel Marsh from" June to , 8 July (JS, KP, BP, LP).
Cattle Egret: Few were reported, with the largest flock numbering 40 at a roost
at FL on 23 July (GH, WH).
Green Heron: Nebraska City, Otoe Co, registered a good count of 5 on 9 July
(LF, CF); and to the west, a single appeared at the Alma SL, Harlan Co, on 15 and
28 July (GH, WH).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: The 26 at FL on 29 June (LR, RH) grew to '00
by , 2 July (MU, JK, ZU). Breeding at FL seems a possibility, but none was
reported there before 29 June. Elsewhere, the 5 in a flooded pasture in Colfax Co
on , , June (JGJ) marked a good early summer count for eastern NE.
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: More reports than usual came in. An adult and
an immature were found at FL on 28 June (LR, RH), and 2 immatures were spotted
there on " July (JS). In the east, 2 immatures were found at Schilling Refuge on
22 July (LP, BP).
White-faced Ibis: All reports came from FL, where 3 were found on the very
early date of 29 June (LR, RH), one on , 2 July (MU, JK, ZU), and 2 on 19 July
(GH, WH).
Turkey Vulture: Routine Reports.
Snow Goose: The report of 23 at FL on 7 June (LR, RH) was very late, although
only 2 remained by , 3 July (LR, RH). A straggler was also noted at Crystal Cove L
on 9 June (BFH).
Canada Goose: Routine reports.
Trumpeter Swan: Two adults with 4 cygnets were at Wolfenberger Lakes west
of Hyannis, Grant Co, on , 2 June (JS, WRS).
Wood Puck: Routine reports.
Gadwall: Although breeding occurs in the Rainwater Basin, no birds were
observed at FL until 2' June, when a single appeared (LR, RH); however, as many
as 6 were spotted there 28 June (LR, RH).
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Knaggs, fide SJD). The 4 spotted at Schilling Refuge on 31 July (BP, LP) were
probably migrants.
Killdeer: The season's high count was 45 at La Platte Bottoms on 25 July (BP,
LP). Flocking begins in late July.
MQyntain plover: A single was found 3.7 miles south of 1-80 and 1.4 miles west
Qf Highway 71 (BP, LP), Kimball Co, and a pair was found in a field southwest of
the Kimball Airport on 11 June (BP, LP). A breeding population has become
established in this area in recent years, utilizing freshly-disked wheat fallQw
grQund.
Black-necked Stilt: Two adults and five chicks were spotted on 14 June (BP,
LP) east of Lakeside, and thus east of the traditional (Qr traditionally-searched)
breeding locale at Mile Marker 106 between Lakeside and Antioch, Sheridan Co.
This sighting represents one of only a handful of breeding records for NE. Possibly
more notewQrthy, due to its location, was a report of a pair breeding at the Grand
Island Sewage Treatment Plant, Hall Co., during late June (Gary Lingle, fide TL).
Further information provided by LR and RH indicated that as of 12 July the nest
was successful.
American Ayocet: Possible late spring migrants include a single north of 1-80
Exit 279, Adams Co, on 1 June (LR, RH) and another loner at FL 7 June (LR, RH).
Up to 12 adults and 2 young were reported at Mansfield Marsh on 13 June (JS,
WRS). A pair was out of place at a sandpit near Valley, Douglas Co, on 29 June
(KP). The 10 at FL Qn 19 July (LR, RH) were early migrants.
Greater YellQwlegs; Very early fall migrants were 2 at Mansfield Marsh on 13
June (JS, WRS), the 3rd earliest on record, and 2 at FL on 22 June (LR, RH). The
last spring dates are at the end of May, and the earliest fall dates are June 10, 11,
and 13.
Lesser YellQwlegs: A single north of 1-80 exit 279, Adams Co, on 1 June (LR,
RH) was the last repQrted in spring. The first back and the seasQn's high count
were the 30 at FL on 29 June (LR, RH).
SQlitary Sandpiper; The first back was a single at ADF on 14 July (LF, CF),
followed by another at Wagon Train Lon 26 July (LE).
Willet: The first migrant was noted at FL on 29 June (LR, RH), a very early date,
and was followed by another at a sod farm in Sarpy Co on 22 July (BP, LP). In
general, this species is much more difficult to find in the east in fall than in spring.
SpQtted Sandpiper: Routine Reports.
Upland Sandpiper: Reports frQm locations where the species is unCQmmon
include 5 in Dixon Co on 2 June (JJ); 7 in south Franklin Co on 3 July (LR, RH); 2 in
Dodge Co on 24 July; and 4 seen dUring the summer in Harlan Co (GH, WH). In
additiQn, 4 adults with young were found in Sioux Co on 27 June (AK, m.ob.).
LQng-billed Cyrlew: All reports came from Sioux Co and include 9 on the
Agate BBS route on 13 June (JS, WRS) and 9 with young on 27 June (AK, m.ob.).
Marbled Godwjt: The first south-bound migrants were 2 rather early at FL on 21
June (LR, RH); and 2 were there on 11 July (JS).
Semjpalmated Sandpiper: The last in spring were 6 at Wagon Train Lon 7 June
(LE) and 2 at Stagecoach L on the same day (LE). The first back were a single at
Schilling Refuge (LP, BP) and 50 at FL, both on 13 July (LR, RH); the latter sighting
also represents the season's high count.
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Western Sandpiper: As expected, only small numbers were reported during the
season. These reports include 2 at FL 11 on July (JS), 2 at FL on 25 July (LR, RH),
3 at Schilling Refuge on 26 July (DP, JP), and one in Dodge Co on 27 July (DP, JP).
Least Sandpiper: The first back was a single at Schilling Refuge (LP, BP) and 3
at FL (LR, RH), both on 13 July. The high counts were 57 at Schilling Refuge on 29
July (BP, LP) and 30 at Wagon Train Lon 26 July (LE).
White-rymped Sandpiper: The last in spring were 12 at Little Salt Fork Marsh,
Lancaster Co, on 2 June (BP, LP) and 10 at Wagon Train L on 7 June (LE).
Baird's Sandpiper: The first fall migrants were a single at FL, a record early
date, on 24 June (JS), and 2 there on 13 July (LR, RH). In general, very few were
reported.
pectoral Sandpiper: Not really known as late migrant in spring, this year 6
appeared at Little Salt Fork Marsh, Lancaster Co, on 2 June (BP, LP), and 4 at
Nebraska City, Otoe Co, on 5 June (LF,CF), a rather late date. The earliest
returnees were 7 at Schilling Refuge on 22 July (BP, LP).
Stilt Sandpiper: The earliest was as single at FL on 13 July (LR, RH), and the
40 seen there on 25 July (LR, RH) was the season's high count.
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: This species was well-reported toward the end of
the season. The first, and the 2nd earliest on record, were 2 at a sod farm in east
Sarpy Co on 22 July (BP, LP). Remaining reports include 2 at a sod farm in Sarpy
Co on 29 July (BP, LP); 17 at a sod farm northwest of Plattsmouth, Cass Co, on 29
July (KP, JD); 20 in an alfalfa field in Dodge Co on 24 August (DP, JP); and 30 at a
sod farm west of Ames, Dodge Co, on 27 August (JS).
Long-billed Dowitcher: Singles identified as this species appeared at FL on 13
July (LR, RH), at a sod farm in Sarpy Co on 22 July (BP, LP), at Nebraska City,
Otoe Co, on 25 July (LF, CF), and at Schilling Refuge on 31 July (BP, LP). In
addition, a group of 4 was spotted at FL on 25 July (LR, RH). These observations,
along with similar ones last year, suggest that this species may be more likely in
July than the Short-billed DOWitcher, which was unreported this July. Such a
conclusion goes against conventional wisdom. Any dowitcher in July in NE should
therefore be carefully identified, as our knowledge of the relative occurrence of
these two species at that time of the year is scanty; but specimens indicate that
Short-billed is more likely. July dowitchers are adults and can be difficult to
identify, even in alternate (breeding) plumage, which is worn and faded at this time
of the year. Calls, however, are diagnostic. Dowitchers molted into basic (Winter)
plumage are essentially impossible to identify as Long-billed, unless calls are
heard.
Common Snipe: None reported.
American Woodcock: Breeding observations for this species are few and far
between. This year, an adult with 4 young were observed in late June crossing a
road at Fremont Lakes (KP).
Wilson's phalarope: A few of the 80 reported at Mansfield Marsh on 13 June
(WRS, JS) and the 9 seen at FL on 22 June (LR, RH) were probably local breeders.
Certainly migrants, and rather early away from a breeding location, were the 2
spotted at a sod farm in Sarpy Co on 22 July (BP, LP).
Red-necked phalarope: A well-described single at Schilling Refuge on 30 and
31 July (GW, BP, LP) provided only the 5th July record; fall arrival is usually in
mid-August.
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Laughing Gull: The 2nd documented record for summer was a 2nd summer
individual at Keystone L on 14 June, 1998 (JS, WRS). This is the 8th documented
report in NE of this increasingly-observed species. Records are spread throughout
the year.
franklin's Gull: Several were reported through the period. High and somewhat
surprising counts include 130 in fields west of L Ogallala on 10 June (BP, LP); I 70
in south Lancaster Co on 4 June (LE); and 40 at FL on 22 June (LR, RH).
Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports.
California Gull: The only report was of 2 adults at L Ogallala on 12 June (JS,
WRS), only the 6th report in the mid-summer period between 1 June and 23 July.
Caspian Tern: A single reported at Wagon Train Lon 4 June (LE) was probably a
late migrant. Few mid-summer reports come, but this year singles were found at
Mansfield Marsh on 13 June (JS, RS) and at HCR on both 27 June and 3 July (GH,
WH).
Common Tern: The only report was of 2 rather late at Keystone Lon 14 June
(WRS, JS).
Forster's Tern: The single seen at Stagecoach L on 14 June (LE) was slightly
out of range for that time of year.
Least Tern: With a total of 58 birds tallied, this species was well reported.
High counts include 20 at a sandpit in Saunders Co (DP, JP); 15 at a sandpit north
of Ashland, Saunders Co; and 8 at the enclosure at the north end of Kingsley Dam
(JS, WRS). Birds found away from breeding areas include 5 at FL on 10 June (DP,
JP); a single at Stagecoach L on 14 June (LE); 2 at FL on 7 July (MU, JK, ZU); 1 at
BOL on 13 July (JS); 1 at La Platte Bottoms on 25 July (JS); and 5 at Schilling
Refuge on 29 July (BP, LP).
Black Tern: Routine reports.
Rock Dove: Routine reports.
Eurasian Collared-Dove: As many as 7 birds are now present in Kearney
around the Roger Newcomb residence, including 4 adults and 2 young; 2 of the
adults were probably the birds fledged there on 19 May (Roger Newcomb fide LR,
RH, m.ob.). A single bird was seen 3 miles east of Superior, Nuckolls Co, on 11
July (DCE), for the 3rd location on record for this species after Shelton and
Kearney.
White-winged Dove: Part of a dispersal northward of this species in 1998 was
a single hanging out with the Eurasian Collared-Doves in Kearney, the Columbid
Capital of Nebraska, through at least 25 July (Roger Newcomb fide LR, RH, Gary
lingle fide CNK, m.ob.) This sighting is the 3rd documented record of this
southwestern species for the state, and the 5th report in all.
Mourning Dove: The count of 100 at EL on 28 June (LR, RH) no doubt included
many young of the year.
Black-billed Cuckoo: All reports originated from the Missouri Valley and Dixon
Co. Most are indeed found in eastern and northern Nebraska, with few elsewhere.
This species is generally much less numerous than Yellow-billed Cuckoo.
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: A nest at Schramm SP had 3 eggs on 31 May and 4 on
7 June (WM).
Barn Owl: None reported.
Eastern Screech-Owl; Routine reports.
Great Horned Owl: Routine reports.
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,eurrowing Owl: Easternmost reports included one a mile east of Johnson Lagoon
on 21 June (LR, RH) and at least one at a prairie dog town "4 miles west of the
Holdrege 1-80 exit," Phelps Co, on 17 June (B).
Barred Ow!: Routine reports.
]..gng-eared Owl: None reported.
,S,hort-eared Owl: None reported.
,Cgmmgn Njghthawk: Routine reports.
,Cgmmon poorwjll: Common in its western habitat, 12 were singing in Sowbelly
Canyon on 13 June (JS). Near the eastern edge of its regular breeding range, one
was at NNF, Halsey, on 4 July (B). A nest with 2 eggs in Dawes Co on 13 June was
close to the site of a nest in 1997 (WM).
.c huc k - will I s - Wjd 9 w: Possibly the most reliable location for this low-density
species is the woodland around the Morse Bluff sandpits, Saunders Co, where one
was heard and seen on 24 June (DP, JP, JS). None was found at !CSP on 20 June
(JS, WRS). Edge habitat preferred by this species is also prime housing
development habitat; a small population in Washington Co has disappeared in the last
2 to 3 years, probably due to encroachment of new houses (JGJ).
Whip-poor-will: At the western extent of its NE range was one at Morse Bluff,
Saunders Co, on 30 June (DP, JP).
Chimney SWift; Its presence in Panhandle towns has become routine; it appeared
in Scotts Bluff Co in 1966.
White-throated Swift: Routine reports.
Ruby-thrgated Hummingbird: None was noted in Otoe (LF, CF) or Lancaster
(LE) Cos, where they usually are, although one appeared at the observers' (DP, JP)
yard in Dodge Co on 6 June, where it usually does not appear until migration in
August. This species is generally an uncommon breeder in NE. The only other
report--in Cass Co on 15 July (GW)--may have been a migrant.
Belted Kingfisher: A nest reported in Sarpy Co on 1 June contained several
young, from 1 to 2 weeks old (WM). There are few NE breeding data.
Lewis' Wgodpecker: Although difficult to find, a few still persist at the
Deadhorse Burn just west of Chadron SP; the only report was of one there on 10
July (JS). No other nesting locations are known in NE; however, nesting should
occur in the Fort Robinson burn.
Red-headed Wgodpecker: A good count of 17 was made in Dixon Co on 31 July
(JJ). It would be interesting to discover whether such groups include juveniles and
are therefore post-breeding family groups.
Red-bellied Wggdoecker: Routine reports.
Downy Wggdpecker: Not quite routine were 5 in the observers' yard on 6 June
(LR, RH), probably a family group. See comments under Red-headed Woodpecker.
Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports.
Northern Flicker; Routine reports.
Oljye-sided Flycatcher: The last spring migrant in the east was noted in
Lancaster Co on 7 June (LE); and 3rd latest on record was spotted south of 1-80
Exit 1, Kimball Co, on 12 June (BP, LP). The latest spring dates occur in the west,
where the species is a rare migrant.
Western Wogd-pewee: Routine reports.
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Routine reports.
Acadian Flycatcher: Only 2 were reported, neither from ICSP. One was
singing as far north as Ashford BSC on 13 June (BFH), apparently the northernmost
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record for the state. Another, which arrived at Neale Woods on 19 May, appeared
where one was noted last year and also remained through at least 19 June (B).
Since about 1990, this species has reappeared in summer in southeast Nf, where
none had been reported since the 1960s.
Alder Flycatcher: The last spring migrants were at ADF between 3 and 4 June
(LF, CF) and at Lancaster Co on 5 June (LE). Late spring dates are generally
undocumented, but there is a 4 June specimen and there are reports of singing birds
through 5 June.
Willow Flycatcher: This species was Widely reported west to FL, where as
many as 4 were reported on 7 June (LR, RH); and the latest report of a singing bird
took place on 28 June (LR, RH). Willows breed statewide.
Least Flycatcher: None was reported; summering birds are rare, and the last
migrants apparently pass through in early June. The status of this species in June
in NE remains unclear.
Cordilleran Flycatcher: The last few years, since about 1996, have seen an
apparent expansion in numbers of this species. It is being reported in good numbers
from several western Pine Ridge locations, in contrast to earlier reports which
came only from Sowbelly Canyon after its discovery there by Rosche in 1973. This
year as many as 3 pairs were reported in Neale Woods on 7 June and 2 pairs in
Monroe Canyon on 8 June (RB).
Eastern phoebe: Routine reports.
Say's phoebe; One appeared at the same location where 3 were present last
year, 3 miles west and 4.5 north of Wakefield, Dixon Co; it remained there from at
least 14 to 19 June (JJ). This is the easternmost report in recent years and is
perhaps indicative of an establishing outlying population, although only one bird was
noted and one of the 3 seen last year was later found dead.
Great Crested Flycatcher: Routine reports.
Cassin's Kingbird; A total of 11 were found on 11 July, 7 birds in Redington
Canyon and 4 birds south of 1-80 Exit 1 (JS). Four were seen in Long Canyon on 13
June (JS). This species is consistently reported in these locations.
Western Kingbird: Routine reports.
Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports.
Loggerhead Shrike: Good numbers were noted south of 1-80 Exit 1, Kimball Co,
on 11 July when 16 were counted (JS).
Bell's Vireo: Good numbers appeared at Umestone Bluffs on 3 July, where 9
were counted (LR, RH).
Yellow-throated Vireo: Routine reports.
plymbeoys Vireo: Routine reports. 1 to 2 were noted in Sowbelly and Monroe
Canyons between 13 June and 10 July (JS).
Warbling Vireo: Routine reports.
Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports.
Blye Jay: Routine reports.
pinyon Jay; Routine reports.
Black-billed Magpie: Interesting but gruesome was the sight of a magpie killing
a medium-sized rabbit almost as large as itself in Cemetery Gulch (JS, WRS). None
was reported at the eastern edge of the breeding range.
American Crow: Routine reports.
Horned Lark: Hatching success was reported as "big" in Cass Co (GW),
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purple Martin: More were noted in Nebraska City, Otoe Co, than last year (LF,
CF).
Tree Swallow: Numbers of this local breeder were in evidence at Wagon Train
L, where 40 were counted on 14 June (LE). There is little information from the
Republican Valley, and so of interest were reports of singles below the HCR
dam on 2 June (GH, WH) and 12 miles west of HCR on 21 June (GH, WH). One was at
CLNWR on 6 June (AK), where it has bred for some time with the aid of nest boxes.
Violet-green Swallow: Rather local as breeders in the Panhandle, the S birds
seen south of Gering on 24 July (AK) were probably migrants.
t40rthem Rough-winged Swallow: Routine reports.
aank Swallow: Routine reports.
Cliff Sw a" 0w: Early departure in fall of this species is illustrated by
the presence of 300 at the Nebraska City-Missouri River bridge colony on S June
and only 12 remaining there on 24 July (LF, CF). Best count was 400 at FL on 7
June (LR, RH).
Caye Swallow: The 3rd state record was a report from the Internet of the 3rd
banded by Charles Brown in the LM area; this one, as were the previous two, was a
juvenile banded at Keystone L on 1 July (post to COBIRDS by Nick Komar). Brown
has suggested (NBR 60:36) that these juveniles hatch in Texas in March and fly
north with "our" Cliff Swallows.
aam Swallow: Routine reports.
alack-capped Chickadee: Routine reports.
Tufted Titmoyse: Routine reports.
Red-breasted Nuthatch: The only reports originated from known breeding
locations in Keya Paha Co on 1 July (CH) and NNF, Thomas Co, on 28 July (LR, RH).
White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports.
pygmy Nythatch: Routine reports.
Brown Creeper: This species is probably a rare breeder on the Pine Ridge, but
there are few reports during the breeding season. One such was a single spotted at
Chadron SP on 14 June (JS,WRS).
Rock Wren: Routine reports.
Carolina Wren: Routine reports.
Hoyse Wren: Routine reports.
Sedge Wren: As many as 6 were present near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, throughout the
period (LR, RH); these birds are the westernmost reported as summering, although
2 were found between Johnson Lagoon and FL on 21 June (LR, RH). Reports in June
are unusual, based on past data which indicate that most spring birds depart by the
end of May, but become numerous again after mid-July. Additional June reports
this season were of one singing at Gifford Farm, Sarpy Co, between 1 and 13 June
(B), and singles at Salt Creek, Lancaster Co, on 27 June (LE) and on the Thurston
BBS on 29 June (BFH). Fall arrivals, which often nest, were led by S at FL on 2S
July (LR, RH).
Marsh Wren: Summering birds south of the Platte Valley are rare, but suitable
habitat is also rare. Perhaps because of unusually good cattail habitat at LaPlatte
Bottoms, 3 were singing there on 26 July (LP, BP). No location was given for one in
Cass Co on 30 July (GW). Retaining water most summers, FL hosted at least 3 for
the period (LR, RH).
alye-gray Gnatcatcher: The status of this species in the Panhandle is changing.
There were no reports prior to a sighting of one in Timber Pines in west Kimball Co
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in 1993 (WRS), followed by another there in 1995 (WRS) and one in Box Butte Co in
1996 (LKM). In 1998, reports have been numerous, including as many as 13 in
spring, beginning on 8 May (see Spring Seasonal Report). The group on Stage Hill
Road, Scotts Bluff Co, continued, with 3 there on 13 June (JS, WRS); these birds
may have been breeding, as 2 were an apparent pair aggressively attending a Blue
Jay which was exploring their neighborhood (WRS, JS).
Eastern Bluebird: The westerly breeding population at the WHNC nestboxes
included at least 3 pairs and a fledgling on 13 and 14 June (JS, AK, WRS). This
species is uncommon and local in summer in the Panhandle.
Mountain Bluebird: Routine reports.
Townsend's Solitaire: One of the very few summer reports was one at Pants
Butte, Sioux Co, on 13 June (LP). This species is a casual breeder on the Pine
Ridge.
Swainson's Thrush: The last migrants are usually reported from the northwest;
this year was no exception, with a single in Monroe Canyon on 8 June (RB).
Wood Thrush: Routine reports.
American Robin: Flocks began to form at Nebraska City, Otoe Co, on 31 July
(LF, CF).
Gray Catbird: Routine reports.
Northern Mockingbird: Best counts were 5 on the Dundy Co BBS on 12 June
(JS, WRS) and 4 south of 1-80 Exit 1, Kimball Co, on 11 July (JS).
Brown Thrasher: Routine reports.
European Starling: Routine reports.
Cedar Waxwing: While summering birds occur uncommonly statewide, reports
are fewest in central NE. Thus, the 5 at Alma, Harlan Co, through the period were
unexpected (GH, WH), as were 4 to 7 near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, through 1 June (LR,
RH).
Orange-crowned Warbler: The 2nd latest ever appeared at FL on 7 June (LR,
RH); the latest was one reported in Boone Co on 14 June, 1959.
NashYille Warbler: The 2nd latest ever was at Wehrspann L on 6 June (JWH);
the latest was a specimen collected at Inland, Clay Co, on 9 June in 191 7.
Northern parula: Northernmost was at Ashford BSC on 13 June (BFH), while
rather far west was another singing outside the restroom at the Valentine City
Park, Cherry Co, on 4 July (NR).
Yellow Warbler: Routine reports.
Chestnut-sided Warbler; Rather late was one at Bellevue, Sarpy Co, on 5 June
(B). There are 6 later reports through 19 June.
Yellow-rumped Warbler: The only report came from within the breeding range;
5 "Audubon's Warblers" were spotted at Chadron SP on 14 June (JS, WRS). In
recent years, few reports have come from east of Sioux Co.
yellow-throated Warbler: The usual summering report from FF was received,
one near the Gifford Farm parking lot, Sarpy Co., on 27 June (BP, LP); the
population at FF probably consists of only 1 to 2 pairs. Of interest in terms of
possible range expansion was the presence of one singing at Krimlofski Tract on 12
June (B) where habitat appears suitable for breeding.
Blackpoll Warbler: Latest ever was one at Wehrspann L on 21 June (JWH),
while one singing at Kingsley Dam on 10 June (BP, LP) was the 5th latest. No
others were reported in June.
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~erulean Warbler: Following the single report of a solitary bird at FF in spring,
none was reported.
81ack-and-whjte Warbler: Three were reported, two from locations where
breeding probably occurs, and the third a singing bird, possibly a late migrant, in
the observers' yard at Bellevue, Sarpy Co, on 9 June (BP, LP); breeding is
undocumented in the Missouri Valley, but a few summer reports occur. Singles
were reported at Fort Niobrara, Knox Co, on 19 July (B) and Monroe Canyon on 13
June (JS, WRS), both locations where breeding occurs regularly.
American Redstart: Breeding occurs along the Missouri Valley and throughout
northern NE. Reports came from this range, including good counts of 9 at Ashford
BSC on 13 June, where it was more numerous than at Ponca SP (BFH), and 4 in
Sowbelly Canyon on 27 June (AK). The two reported at CLNWR on 6 June (AK) may
have been late migrants, although scattered summer reports come from the
Sandhills and Loup drainage.
Prothonotary Warbler: Only 2 were reported, both in suitable breeding habitat
within the known breeding range: one sang at FF on 24 June (BP, LP) and another at
Krimlofski Track between 12 and 19 June (B).
Ovenbird: Routine reports.
Louisiana Waterthrush: The only report was of one at FF on 6 June (BP, LP). A
rare breeder in the lower Missouri Valley, a waterthrush unidentified to species
was in south Lancaster Co on 7 June (LE); at this date, Northern Waterthrush would
be a late migrant, but this location is rather westerly for Louisiana Waterthrush.
Kentucky Warbler: The only report of this rare Missouri Valley breeder was
of single singing bird at Neale Woods on 12 June (B).
Mourning Warbler: The only representative of this late-migrating species which
made it into June was at FF on 6 June (BP, LP). Latest records of spring migrants
are on 12 and 15 June. An Oporornis warbler unidentified to species was at FL on 7
June (LR, RH).
Common Yellowthroat: Routine reports.
Wilson's Warbler: Late migrants (but not unprecedented) were singles at FF on 6
June (BP, LP) and FL on 7 June (LR, RH).
Yellow-breasted Chat: Routine reports.
Symmer Tanager: FollOWing the encouragingly more Widespread than usual
reports this spring, none was reported.
Scarlet Tanager: Reports all originated in the Missouri Valley, where it breeds
regularly.
Western Tanager: The two seen at Chadron SP on 14 June (JS, WRS) were at
the eastern edge of the regular breeding range, which extends to King's Canyon,
just east of Chadron SP.
Spotted Towhee: Reports from the eastern part of the breeding range--which
extends east to about Cedar, Dodge, Platte, Hall, and Harlan Cos--were of one
summering in the Gibbon area (LR, RH) and another at HCR dam on 18 July (GH,
WH). From the hybridization zone in Ponca SP came a report of 2 males, both with
mantle spots, one singing a western song and the other an intermediate song (BFH).
Eastern Towhee: The northern edge of the breeding range is in Cedar Co in
northeast NE, where unspotted males singing eastern songs were reported both at
Ponca SP on 7 June (BFH) and at Basswood Area on 6 June (BFH).
Cassin's Sparrow: This species was much in evidence in Dundy Co on the BBS
there; 12 were noted on the route on 12 June (JS, WRS). Cassin's Sparrows
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probably visit Dundy Co most years, but numbers are erratic; last year, for
example, none could be found (JS, WRS). Much more unusual this year was a
singing bird in Arthur Co on the BBS there pm 11 June (BP, LP). This latter report,
the northeasternmost for NE, suggests that there are scattered birds in "good
years" in at least the southwestern Sandhills; a small breeding group was found in
Keith Co just north of LM in 1993 (Bock and Scharf, Journal of Field Ornithology
65:472). It has bred with some regularity in the Kilpatrick L area of southern Box
Butte Co (Richard Rosche); these NE populations are the northernmost in this
species' breeding range.
Chipping Sparrow: Routine reports.
Brewer's Sparrow: Reports came as expected from the west Panhandle, but the
5 birds along Pink Schoolhouse Road, Sioux Co, on 28 June (AK) were somewhat to
the east of their usual summer range.
Field Sparrow: A good locality for this species in southern NE, 13 were found on
3 July (LR, RH) at Limestone Bluffs.
Vesper Sparrow: Routine reports.
Lark Sparrow: Routine reports.
Lark Bunting: Routine reports.
Grasshopper Sparrow: This species continues to be abundant in the western NE
grasslands, both native and CRP (WRS, JS). A good count from further east was
60 in Franklin Co on 3 July (LR, RH).
Henslow's Sparrow: The small group discovered by Gubanyi at Meadowlark L in
northeast Seward Co in late May (see Spring Report) was seen and heard again on 2
June with 2 birds noted (BP, LP).
Song Sparrow: The recently established population (1995) at FL continues to do
well; 13 were there on 11 July (LR, RH). Away from the Missouri and lower Platte
Valleys this species is a local and recently established breeder. Breeding was first
recorded in Lancaster Co by Cink as recently as 1974 (Cink, NBR 43:3, 1975). It
was noted throughout the period in Lancaster Co (LE).
Swamp Sparrow: Summer distribution of this species is closely tied to cattail
marshes, so most breeding colonies reside in northcentral NE. An outlying
population was reported at FL, where as many as 7 were singing near the kiosk in
July (JS, WRS). A possible new colony was located at FL about a mile and a half
southeast of the kiosk, where two were found on 12 July (MU).
park-eyed Jynco: None reported.
McCown's Longspyr: An easterly report came from Pink Schoolhouse Road,
Sioux Co, on 27 June (AK).
Chestnut-collared Longspyr; The best count numbered an excellent 48 on the
Agate BBS route, Sioux Co, a good count even there, on 13 June (WRS, JS). A few
were noted somewhat to the east on Pink Schoolhouse Road, Sioux Co, on 27 June
(AK).
Northern Cardinal: An update suggests the small westernmost breeding
population in the North Platte Valley just east of Scottsbluff is doing well; a male, a
female, and 2 young were reported (AK).
Bose-breasted Grosbeak: Because almost all Panhandle reports document
spring migrants, the one spotted at a feeder 4 miles northeast of Chadron on
Bordeaux Creek on 20 June was a rare find (BL). The westerly summering birds
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continued near Gibbon, Buffalo CO,with up to 4, including a juvenile noted on 14
July (LR, RH). This location is about as far west as "pure" birds breed in the Platte
Valley.
Black-headed Grosbeak: A 1st-year male hung out all summer, apparently
attempting to infuse non-Rose-breasted genes into the grosbeak gene pool, near
Gibbon, Buffalo Co, where Rose-breasts seem to hold sway at present (LR, RH).
The adult male reported at Limestone Bluffs on 3 July (LR, H) appeared a little east
of its usual summer range in the Republican Valley; few occur east of HCR.
Slue Grosbeak: Not unexpectedly, a few were scattered along the eastern edge
of the state, but best numbers occurred in the west; the best count numbered 7 on
the Scottsbluff BBS on 19 June (AK).
Lazuli Bunting: The best count was 5 south of Gering on 1 June (AK).
Indigo Bunting: Routine reports.
Dickcissel: Generally less numerous westward, it was considered "very
common" in Harlan Co (GH, WH). Numbers probably decline noticeably further to the
west.
Bobolink: Generally less common southeastward, 3 were in northeast Otoe Co on
2 June (LF, CF).
Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports.
Eastern Meadowlark: Routine reports.
Western Meadowlark: Routine reports.
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Breeding populations in southeastern NE are small
and often transient where suitable habitat exists. Arbor L, Lancaster Co, offers
such a location and hosted 4 birds on 27 June (LE).
Brewer's Blackbird: None reported.
Common Grackle: Flocking had begun by early July in Otoe Co (LF, CF); most
such flocks consist of juveniles.
Great-tailed Grackle: Amazing numbers occur at FL, a stronghold for this
species; at least 80 were there between 19 and 23 June (GH, WH). Most wetlands
in southeastern NE attract summering birds; up to 1a appeared at Cracker Barrel
Marsh on 3 July (BP, LP); 2 were at LaPlatte Bottoms on 28 June (BP, LP); and 3
were spotted at Arbor L, Lancaster Co, on 27 Jun (LE). Far to the west, one was
noted at Kiowa Springs, Scotts Bluff Co, on 19 June (AK), where breeding initiated
in the spring (see Spring Report).
Brown-headed Cowbird: Routine reports.
Orchard Oriole: Routine reports.
Baltjmore Oriole: At the western edge of its summer range, 2 were at a nest in
Garden Co between Oshkosh and Crescent L pm 6 June; the nest was high in a
cottonwood, and the male "looked all Baltimore" but the female was not well seen
(AK). Breeding of apparently pure Baltimore Orioles has been reported statewide
except for the Panhandle, although this sighting is west of the center of the hybrid
zone according to Short (NBR 29:2), a line extending from Valentine, Cherry Co, to
Big Springs, Deuel Co. QUite a sight must have been the 50, presumably migrants. in
the observers' yard near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, on 6 June (LR, RH).
Byllock's Oriole: Routine reports.
Hoyse Finch: Among the last areas of the state to be colonized by this species is
the central Sandhills; one was at NNF, Halsey, on 28 July (LR, RH).
Red Crossbill: A subadult male at Alma, Harlan Co, on 1 July was most
unexpected; its crossed mandibles were carefully noted (GH, WH). Breeding occurs
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early in the year, so this bird presumably was a wandering immature. A large
mixed-age flock first noted at the WHNC feeders in spring persisted at least until
13 June, when as many as 50 were present (JS, WRS).
Pine Siskin: This species nests on occasion almost everywhere in the state,
although usually only after major invasion years. Thus, the presence of adults at an
Elmwood, Cass Co, feeder on 30 and 31 July (GW) was unexpected; however, no
evidence of breeding was reported. As many as 40 visited the feeders at WHNC on
13 June (JS, RS). Although no documentation exists, nesting probably occurs in
the Wildcat Hills.
Hoyse Sparrow: Routine Reports.
Corrections from Spring Field Report (Vol. 66 No.2): Mississippi Kite, "Steve
Kerr fide AK"; Herring Gull, "Hitchcock"; Bell's Vireo: "Lilley Sandpits" are in
Hall Co--see also Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Spotted
Towhee, and White-throated Sparrow for same corrections; White-crowned
Sparrow: "black-Iored" and "pale-Iored."
